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ST  MARK PARISH 
602 Military Road, Rothschild, Wisconsin 

        

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM - Contact the Parish Offices for baptism dates 
and to register for preparation sessions. 
 

SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION  Saturday - 3:30 pm 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING - Celebrated in the Spring  and Fall or in the 
home and hospital. 
 

RCIA - A catechetical process to assist adults interested in becoming 
Catholic.  Contact the Parish Offices.  
 

MARRIAGE - Couples planning to marry are to notify the Parish Offices 
one year prior to the desired wedding date. 
 

FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH with the parish, Contact 
the Parish Offices and ask for Father Albert. 
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Friday 9:00 a.m. to noon     
followed by the Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 
Love is the fulfillment of our works! 

Liturgical Schedule 
Monday, October 30 
 Mass at St. Therese, 8:00 am 
 

Tuesday, October 31 
    Sacrament of Reconciliation, 7:40 am     
    Mass, 8:10 am +Special Intention 
   

Wednesday, November 1 
    All Saints 

   Mass, 8:10 am, Noon and 6:30 pm 
 

Thursday, November 2 
 Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 
 Mass, 6:30 pm 
 

Friday, November 3 
Saint Martin de Porres, Religious  
    Sacrament of Reconciliation, 7:40 am     
    Mass, 8:10 am +Laura and John Nevinski 
 

Saturday, November 4 
Ordinal 31 
Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop 
  Sacrament of Reconciliation, 3:30 pm 
  Mass, 4:30 pm  +Warren and Virginia Wermund 
 

Sunday, November 5 

Ordinal 31 
 Mass,   8:00 am +Anthony Brzezinski 
 Mass, 10:00 am +Parish Family Members 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time     October 29, 2023 

Parish Phone Number:  715-359-5206 
Parish Office Hours:  Monday through Thursday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Friday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Parish Staff: 
Pastor: Rev. Joseph Albert Saleth   Director of Religious Education: Mary Hart 
josephalbert@rediffmail.com   Pastoral Musician: Mary Martin   
Cell:  1-715-897-3570    Primary Accompanist: Mikki Fronek  
Associate Pastor:  Rev. Eric J. Mashak  Pastoral Care to the Homebound: Susan Soriano 
emashak@newmancatholicschools.com  Secretary to the Parish:  
Deacon: Patrick McKeough    Bookkeeper: Tracie Olson         

 

Email: stmarkroths@smproths.org  Web: www.smproths.org  Bulletin Article Deadline: By Noon on Tuesday 
 

Newman Catholic Schools at St. Mark  Phone Number:  715-359-9662 Principal: Shirley Heise 

mailto:stmarkroths@smproths.org
http://www.smproths.org
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Commemoration of the Faithful Departed, 
All Souls (November 2, 6:30 pm Liturgy)   

 
Liturgical Ministry 
We offer “SignUpGenius” to help with the ease and flexibility 
in signing up to assist at a Mass time that works for you.   
 

Ministry Scheduling with SignUpGenius  
September - October 2023: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4eafaa2ba2fe3-
liturgical4#/  

 

The links are available on the St. Mark Parish website at:  
http://www.smproths.org/liturgical-minister-schedule.htm 
Extra-Ordinary Ministers will  be scheduled by Lee Ryan;  715
-432-3864 or lwryan34@gmail.com    
 

October 28 and 29, Ordinal 30 
4:30 pm 
Servers.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Lectors.  Denny B. 
Ministers of Hospitality.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers.  Denny B., 3 Volunteers Needed 
8:00 am 
Servers.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Lectors.  Christine L. 
Ministers of Hospitality.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers.  William S.,3 Volunteers Needed 

10:00 am 
Servers.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Lectors.  Pam Z.  
Ministers of Hospitality.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers. Ann L.  3 Volunteers Needed 
 

November 4 and 5, Ordinal 31 
4:30 pm 
Servers.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Lectors.  James M. 
Ministers of Hospitality.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Extraordinary  Ministers. Al R., Margee R., Ann L., Nancy B. (c), 
Denny B. (c) 
8:00 am 
Servers.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Lectors.  1 Volunteer Needed  
Ministers of Hospitality.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers.  Lee R., Terri R., Cecilia W.,     
John P. (c), Terri T. (c) 

10:00 am 
Servers.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Lectors.  1 Volunteer Needed  
Ministers of Hospitality.  2 Volunteers Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers.  Concetta G., Pam., Todd J.,  
Mary Jo J. (c), Pat G. (c) 
 
 

SACRED WORSHIP   

All Saints—November 1 
Liturgies:  8:10 am  
Noon and 6:30 pm  

 
The first documented observa-
tion of a Saints Day is in the 
fourth century held in memory 
the martyrs.  During the persecution of Emperor Diocletian, 
the number of martyrs became great. Around 397, the first 
Sunday after Pentecost was designated as the common 
day. 
 

About 300 years later, Pope Gregory III consecrated a 
chapel in the Basilica of St. Peter to all saints including the 
martyrs on November 1.  A hundred years later, in the 
early 800s, Pope Gregory IV set the celebration of All 
Saints on November 1 for the universal Church. 
 

We honor the saints because our memory of them can 
help us live holy lives.  We do not face persecution, but 
faithfulness remains a problem.  We do not face physical 
death at the end of a sword, but we do face the possibility 
of a spiritual death at the hands of contemporary values 
that are at odds with the way revealed by Jesus. 
 

Jesus, the Son of God offered us rebirth into the family of 
God, a high status that we cannot earn.  This is offered to 
us to accept or refuse.  The saints and martyrs accepted 
this invitation.  
 

We honor all those who have accepted Jesus’ offer despite 
difficulties. In honoring them, we can examine our own 
choice to accept or refuse Jesus’ offer to live with God and 
examine our level of commitment. 
 

“We are called to live like no one else so that one day       
we can live like no one else.” This is difficult, but if we   
include others in choice and struggle to remain faithful, 
will there not be success with God?  Consider inviting the 
communion of saints to the struggle.  They remained faithful. 
Not one of them was perfect, but they persevered. Then 
again, we can separate ourselves from them as well. 
 

November—Remembering All Souls 
 

During November it is customary in Catholic tradition to 
remember ourselves to those who have died.   
 

Through November easels are set in the 
church to write the names of family mem-
bers, friends, acquaintances and admired 
persons who have gone before us marked 
with the sign of faith which the parish will 
hold in the general intercessions on week

    days and Sundays in November. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4eafaa2ba2fe3-liturgical4#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4eafaa2ba2fe3-liturgical4#/
http://www.smproths.org/liturgical-minister-schedule.html
http://www.smproths.org/liturgical-minister-schedule.html
mailto:lwryan34@gmail.com
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Homebound Communion —Susan Soriano 

Homebound visits for the week of, October 1, Team A:  
Ann L., Laurie K., John P., Pam Z. 

 

Pastoral Music —Mary Martin 

The Parish Choir will sing at the 6:30 p.m. All Saint’s Day 

Liturgy. The next rehearsal for the Christmas Cantata is on 
Thursday, November 9 at 6:00 p.m.  The Parish Choir will 
join with area church choirs to sing at the 7:00 pm        
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at St. Therese Church, 
November 22.   
 

The Handbell Choir will rehearse on Tuesday, November 7,   
at 3:45 in church. The choir will play at the 10:00 a.m. 
Christ the King Liturgy on November 26.   
 

In the Liturgy of the Church —Helen Ackermann 

Jesus is being challenged again in this week’s Gospel from 
the community of Matthew.  He is being asked what he 
thinks are the greatest commandments.  He relies on his 
Jewish background and quotes from the Scriptures.  He 
indicates that the first commandment is the greatest, ask-
ing for complete love of God with heart, mind and soul.  
He then adds a second commandment which is to love 
your neighbor as yourself.  He provides a balance in terms 
of the commandments.  
 

What has always intrigued me when hearing this Gospel 
proclaimed are the closing words of the second command-
ment.  We are to love our neighbors as ourselves.  We 
know that that means caring for the common good but 
what enables us to do so?  How do we come to love our-
selves? It seems loving ourselves begins with the human 
love we experience. This human love is expressed through 
the positive experiences we have. It might not always 
come from family, but it might come from a teacher who 
cares about us.  It might come from a friend who stands 
by our side.  What is necessary is for us to have a positive 
view of ourselves.   
 

Our worship together can lead us to a positive view of our-
selves as we hear of God’s great love through the Scrip-
tures.  We learn that God through his son, Jesus Christ, 
focuses on our goodness not on our sinfulness. When we 
know of God’s great love, we find it much easier to love 
God and to love our neighbor.   
We remember this week, All Saints Day,( Holy Day of Obli-
gation) Wednesday, The Commemoration of All the Faithful 
(All Souls Day)  Martin de Porres, religious (Friday) Charles 
Borromeo, bishop (Saturday) 

St. Charles Borromeo, bishop (1538-1584) 
Charles Borromeo was born into a life of wealth.  When 
he was only 12, his uncle who would later become a pope 
gave him the title to valuable church properties.  At the 
age of 22 he became Cardinal.  He enjoyed his position 
and lived a life that was part of the power in the church.  
He was a good student and later became involved in the 
Council of Trent which tried to correct the ideas of 
Protestants.  When he was 25 he experienced a great 
change in his heart, a matter of conversion.  He began to 
live in strict poverty.  He became the bishop of Milan.  
Charles became a kind and wise bishop. He began the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine which became known 
in many parishes as CCD.  Soon he trained enough cate-
chists to teach 40,000 students. After a famine in Milan, 
he used his own money to care for the poor.  When the 
city was hit by the plague, he nursed many back to health.  
He died at the age of 46.  He is the patron saint of cate-
chists and catechumens.  

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION/FORMATION 

Religious Education —Mary Hart 

Rite of Recognition for First Reconciliation: 
Children from the parish have begun a 
time of formation leading to the celebration 
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  As 
part of the preparation, they will take part 
in a Rite of Recognition during the 10:00 
Liturgy today.  During the rite their par-
ents and members of the parish renew 

their commitment to continue to nurture the children in 
the way of Jesus, and the children express a desire to con-
tinue to prepare to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion.  Keep these children and their families in prayer as 
they continue their time of preparation. 
 

Halloween Candy Wanted – If you have any left-over 
candy from Halloween we’d be happy to put it to good 
use.  We will add the candy to the care packages we send 
to our college freshman at exam time.  All donations of 
candy will be greatly appreciated and can be dropped off 
at the parish office. 
We will be making up 12 care packages this year and 
would happily accept these items for the care packages also: 

 

packs of gum 
hot chocolate 
pocket size Kleenex packs  
small bottles of hand sanitizer 
snack size bags of chips, crackers, cookies 
microwave popcorn packs 

 

All donations can be dropped off at the parish office – 
Thank you! 
 

Marian Shrine 
 

Week of October 29, 2023 
 

Rae Bednarski 
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This week in Religious Ed… 
October 29:  10:00 a.m. Rite of Recognition for First 
   Reconciliation during the 10:00 Liturgy 
November 1   6:30 p.m. All Saints Day Mass for families  
   Gather in the church not school  
November 5  10:00  a.m. Sunday School 
   Confirmation Session 3; after the 
   10:00 Mass 

 
Newman Catholic Schools 
The NCS Mission Statement reads: 
 

Newman Catholic Schools provides excellence in education in a 
Catholic environment and enhances the personal and spiritual 
growth of our students to meet life's challenges. 
 

NCES: St Mark  
We were so happy to host our Grand-
parents’ Day on October 20.  Students 
and their grandparents gathered in 
prayer and then spent time playing 
Bingo in the cafeteria.  We were excit-
ed to celebrate grandparents and their   
important roles in our students’ lives.  
Grandparents are special people, indeed!  
 

Doing things, the “old-school way”, really isn’t so bad as 
our 4th graders discovered when they spent a day at the 
Little Red Schoolhouse at Marathon Park.  Lunch in a pail, 
writing on chalkboards, (electronics not allowed), and 
learning as students did in 1904 was certainly different 
than the way students learn today.  But the students had 
a great time and maybe, even learned something they can 
use now. 
 

October is the month of the Rosary. As we honored Mary, 
our Mother, the staff and students at NCES: St. Mark, 
gathered together to pray a Living Rosary.  May the prayers 
we offered bring hope, healing, and blessings to everyone.   
 

Looking ahead to November, we are grateful to gather at 
Mass for the Feast of All Saints.  We are grateful for the 
lessons shared with us through the sacrifices of those who 
gave so much for their faith and belief in God.  Each day 
our students learn about the saints, who they were and 
what they stood for.  Perhaps there is a saint walking 
among us, teaching us the true meaning of love for our 
Lord, Jesus Christ.   
 

Until next time…God bless. 

Shirley Heise, Principal NCES:  St. Mark 

 
FAMILY LIFE 

Parish members Wedding Anniversaries in November 
— 10  Years, 25 Years, 50 Years and . . . 

 
 

Catholic Financial Life Chapter 72, St. Mark Parish, 
Fundraiser at Panda Express, 4400 Rib Mountain Dr, 

Wausau (715-241-0009), on Wednesday, No-
vember 1st, the day after Halloween. from 10:30 
am to 9:00 pm.  20% of the event sales will be 
donated and CFL will match up to $500 to 
support the Religious Education programs of 

St. Mark Parish. Order online by going to: https://
www.pandaexpress.com/locations/wi/wausau/4400-rib-
mountain-dr or use the App.  Enter code 355438 in the 
fundraiser code box OR bring the paper flyer OR show it 
on your smartphone.  The flyer is located at the entranc-
es of Church. 
 
 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 
World Mission Sunday 
Thank you for your generous response to the collection for 

the Society for the Propagation of the Faith last weekend 
on World Mission Sunday. Our parish raised $2,121.00. 
There is still time to mail your donation to the parish 
office or drop your envelope in the tithe basket.  Stay  
connected year-round to the Pope’s missions, continuing 
the commitment of World Mission Sunday, by visiting 
https://www.missio.org.  
 

Pro Life Committee 
Respect Life October  
This week we would like to pay special tribute to all those 
who have bravely and faithfully dedicated themselves to 
defending life. They strive to do this through Pro-Life    
Rosary participation, Rose sales, Signature ads, Free adop-
tion service offerings, Pro-Life Pregnancy Centers for women 
in crisis, Baby Bottle fundraisers, Knights of Columbus  
ultra sound machine donation and more. 
 
We thank you for your courage and unwavering determina-
tion as you continue to work for a Life- affirming culture. Let us 
always remember that when we honor Life; we honor God 
who is the “Giver of Life.” 

 

LADIES COUNCIL OF ST. MARK PARISH 

Payer Shawl Ministry. Join us Thursdays from 12:30 to     
2:00 pm in the Catechetical Resource Room. Prayer Shawls 
are available in the Parish Office. Donations of yarn 
(including partial skeins) are greatly appreciated! 

Wedding Date Years  

11/3/1960 63 Jerry and Darlene Campbell 

11/12/1966 57 Robert and Susan Petrowski 

11/26/1966 57 John and Patricia Schultz 

11/6/1971 52 Chester and Janice Guyette 

https://www.pandaexpress.com/locations/wi/wausau/4400-rib-mountain-dr
https://www.pandaexpress.com/locations/wi/wausau/4400-rib-mountain-dr
https://www.pandaexpress.com/locations/wi/wausau/4400-rib-mountain-dr
https://www.missio.org
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Calling All Families and Parishioners!! 
Looking for help with Fall clean up 
around the parish grounds on Saturday, 
November 4 at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Bring your rakes, leaf blowers, lawn 
tractors and tarps and join other parishioners as we prep 
the grounds for Winter. 
 

We are looking for volunteers (one per day will help a 
great deal) to assist with some cleaning of the school 
starting 11/1 and through 11/6.  It is after school  (3pm) 
and may take about three hours.  Interested parties may 
contact the church at 715-359-5206.  Thank you in ad-
vance for any assistance.   

 
PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL 
Budget Committee 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 
The 2023-2024 Diocesan Annual Appeal for St. Mark Parish 
is $89,265.00.  The pledge cards you will receive in the 
mail for the 2023-2024 DAA are coded to your family ad-
dress and to  St. Mark. To keep records in order use your 

pledge card with the envelope.  Your 
pledge can be mailed. 
 

If you misplace your pledge card, coded 
cards will be made available in the en-
trances of the church with envelopes 
for your convenience.  Do not send 
cash. 
 

Direct questions or concerns to Tracie Olson, Parish 
Bookkeeper at 715-359-5206.  
 
Did you know… That St. Mark Parish has received BEET 

Grants?  Since 2006 our parish has received sever-
al grants from the Bishop’s Education Trust (BEET) 
that is funded by the Diocesan Annual Appeal.  
We have received grants in the following areas: 

• Biblical Studies tuition assistance 
• Update Catechetical Resource Library 
• Parish Lenten Mission/ Renewal 
• Youth Opportunities and Leadership Development 

Scholarship Money 
• Catechetical Program Technology Upgrade; 2 Smart 

TV’s, rolling cart and 2 laptops. 
• Sarah Hart Parish Retreat 
• Age Appropriate Bibles for Middle School Youth 

Confirmation Retreat 

 

Inspired by the Spirit Campaign 
Total amount returned to Parish as of 9/30/2023: 
 $208,113.05 

 

Amount already spent for parish projects  $121,314.51 
 (Loan payoff & School gym roof) 
                               

FROM THE DIOCESE —Diocese of La Crosse 

Wisconsin Bishops Issue Statement on Hamas Attack and 
call for Day of Fasting & Prayer 
The Bishops of Wisconsin unequivocally condemn the  
Hamas terrorist attack on unarmed Israeli civilians and the 
taking of women, children, and elders as hostages. We 
deplore this and every form of antisemitism. We mourn 
for the innocent Israelis and Palestinians who will now 
lose their lives because of this brutality. We pray that the 
hostages and refugees from this conflict may find safety. 
May nations welcome them with compassion.  

 

Pope Francis has called for a day of fasting and prayer for 
peace in the Holy Land on Friday, October 27  
 
Donate to Help the Victims of Violence in the Holy Land 
Catholic Relief Services, in conjunction with Caritas part-
ners, are working to meet the desperate humanitarian 
needs caused by the terrorism and fighting in the Holy 
Land. To learn how you can help, visit www.crs.org. 

Operating Income     
 22-Oct 1 Jul-22 Oct 2023 Balance 

Adult 6,823.00 163,906.17    585,000  421,093.83 

Student 0.00           0.00          600  600.00 

Offering 175.27 4,988.50      23,500  18,511.50 

Debt Reduction 155.00      2,292.00    

Totals 7153,27 171,186.67   

     

Adult Tithe Summary    

Tithe Budgeted Per Week      11,250.00    

Received this Week       6,823.00    

  (4,427.00)   

     

Received Weeks 17-52    163,906.17   

Budgeted Weeks 17-52    191,250.00    

Budget     -27,343.83   

     
Other Income/Transfers    

Circle of Joy  550.00        

Votive Candles  344.73   

World Mission 1,971.00 2,121.00   

Inspired By The Spirit   10/23 2,237.17   389,419.86  343,342.97 

Endowment Trust (Income)                      .00             35,994.91        Since  7.1.22 

Stewardship of Time and Talent  

Volunteer/community involvement this week by parish members, 22 hours. 

Mass Attendance     
 01-Oct 08-Oct 15-Oct 22-Oct 

4:30   92 85 89 82 

8:00 69 80 88 71 

10:00 152 154 130 139 

Total 313 319 307 292 

http://www.crs.org


6 

October is Respect Life Month 
Many parish resources from the USCCB for October, Respect 
Life Month, are available at www.respectlife.org. Also visit 
the Diocesan website, www.diolc.org/respect-life, for  in-
formation on Pregnancy Resource Centers, Post-Abortion 
Healing, and much more. 
 

Pope Francis Prayer for the Synod 
We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening and 
dialogue as a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to 
be guided by the Holy Spirit towards the peripheries of the 
world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To inquire about what it means to be a priest, contact:  
Fr. Nate Kuhn, Director of Vocational Recruitment for the 
Diocese of La Crosse, 3710 East Ave S PO Box 4004, La 
Crosse, WI 54602; or call Fr. Nate at 608.791.2667.  

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Daylight Savings Time is Sunday, No-
vember 5.  Turn your clocks back one 
hour before you go to bed Saturday 
night. 

 

FAITH ENRICHMENT 

St. Anthony Spirituality Center, Marathon, for information 
about retreats and events visit https://sarcenter.com/
events.  Call 715-443-2236 or email info@sarcenter.com 
to register.  
 
IN THE AREA 

St. Therese Parish, Schofield, Holiday Showcase, Satur-
day, November 18, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Free admis-
sion, hot luncheon, raffle, bake sale and 60 craft vendors.  
Join us for some Holiday Cheer! 
 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 
This year, St. Therese will be hosting the annual ecumeni-
cal Thanksgiving Eve Service on Wednesday, November 
22nd, at 7:00 p.m.  Area congregations join together in 
worship, music, and reflection. Offerings received will be 

donated to support HOPE Life Center in Wausau.  Follow-
ing the prayer, there will be refreshments and fellowship.    
 
St. James Fraternity of the Secular Franciscans will meet 
on November 12, at 2:00 pm at Krasowski Hall, St. Mi-
chael Church.  Reflection 24 is the study lesson.   
 

St. Michael Parish, Junction City; Chicken Dinner, on    
November 12, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm, drive-thru only.  
Chicken Dinner with chicken soup and all the trimmings; 
$14.00. 
 
EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL 
Jesus is Calling Us Deeper 

HE PROMISES TO RESTORE AND RENEW 

HIS PEOPLE  

Our world is hurting. We all need healing, yet many of us 
are separated from the very source of our strength. Jesus 
Christ invites us to return to the source and summit of our 
faith in the celebration of the Eucharist. The National Eu-
charistic Revival is a movement to restore understanding 
to this great mystery here in the United States by helping 
us renew our worship of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. 

 

 
 
 

To remember our departed loved ones, 
please join us in celebrating 

 

All Souls Day Mass 
 

10:30 Thursday November 2, 2023 
at 

St. Therese’s  
Gate of Heaven Cemetery  
1399 Gate of Heaven Drive 

Kronenwetter, WI 54455 
 

Located south of the Weston Power Plant 
on the east side of Business Highway 51 

 

Bring a chair and 
If there is inclement weather  
 Mass will be celebrated at  

St. Therese Church at 10:45 am 

http://www.respectlife.org
http://www.diolc.org/respect-life
https://sarcenter.com/events
https://sarcenter.com/events
mailto:info@sarcenter.com
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 SCRIPTURE TEXTS - Ordinal 31 
Opening Prayer: Lord God, as I mediate on your holy 
word, teach me how to find the truth.  So often it is easy 
for me to make myself important without really living in 
the way of your son, Jesus Christ. Forgive me. I make this 
prayer in the name of Jesus, he who is lord forever and 
ever. Amen.  
 
Malachi 1:14b-2:2b, 8-10  
A great King am I, says the LORD of hosts, and my name will 
be feared among the nations.  And now, O priests, this com-
mandment is for you: If you do not listen, if you do not lay it 
to heart, to give glory to my name, says the LORD of hosts, I 
will send a curse upon you and of your blessing I will make a 
curse.  You have turned aside from the way, and have 
caused many to falter by your instruction; you have made 
void the covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts. 
 

I, therefore, have made you contemptible and base before 
all the people, since you do not keep my ways, but show 
partiality in your decisions.  Have we not all the one father?  
Has not the one God created us?  Why then do we break 
faith with one another, violating the covenant of our fa-
thers? 

 
Psalm 131:1, 2, 3 
R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace. 
O LORD, my heart is not proud, 
nor are my eyes haughty; 
I busy not myself with great things, 
nor with things too sublime for me. 
R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace. 
Nay rather, I have stilled and quieted 
my soul like a weaned child. 
Like a weaned child on its mother's lap, 
so is my soul within me. 
R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace. 
O Israel, hope in the LORD, 
both now and forever. 
R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace. 
 
1 Thessalonians  2:7b-9, 13 
Brothers and sisters: We were gentle among you, as a 
nursing mother cares for her children.  With such affec-
tion for you, we were determined to share with you not 
only the gospel of God, but our very selves as well, so 
dearly beloved had you become to us.  You recall, broth-
ers and sisters, our toil and drudgery.  Working night and 
day in order not to burden any of you, we proclaimed to 
you the gospel of God. 
 
And for this reason we too give thanks to God unceasingly, 
that, in receiving the word of God from hearing us, you 
received not a human word but, as it truly is, the word of 
God, which is now at work in you who believe. 
 

Matthew 23:1-12 
Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, 
"The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on 
the chair of Moses.   Therefore, do and observe all things 
whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their exam-
ple.   For they preach but they do not practice.  They tie 
up heavy burdens hard to carry and lay them on people's 
shoulders,  but they will not lift a finger to move them.   
All their works are performed to be seen.  They widen 
their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels.  They love 
places of honor at banquets, seats of honor in syna-
gogues, greetings in marketplaces, and the salutation 
'Rabbi.'  As for you, do not be called 'Rabbi.'  You have but 
one teacher, and you are all brothers. 
 
Call no one on earth your father; you have but one Father 
in heaven.  Do not be called 'Master'; you have but one 
master, the Christ.   The greatest among you must be your 
servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted."   
 
Reflection Questions:   

1.  Are you able to practice what you preach?  Do your 

actions reflect your belief in Jesus Christ? 

2. Knowing the laws of God, of our Church, might not 
lead us to a life of humility.  What does humility mean to 
you? 
3.   Do you know of leaders who lead with humility and 
love? 
 
Concluding Prayer:  Lord God, give me the courage to live 
a life of humility.  May my actions reflect the love of Jesus 
Christ, he who is Lord forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioce\ses of the United States of 
America, copyright ©1998, 1997, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc.     
Washington, D. C. Used with permission. All Rights reserved. No part of the Lectionary for 
Mass be reproduced by means without permission in writing from the copyright owner.   
 

©2023 St. Mark Parish, Rothschild, Wisconsin. Copyright Clearance, Secretariat for 
Legal Affairs and Copyright Management. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/malachi/1:14
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/131:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/2:7
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/23:1
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