SAINT MARK PARISH

602 Military Road, Rothschild, Wisconsin
Phone: 715-359-5206 - Website: www.smproths.org
Office hours: Monday— Thursday 9:00 am—4:00 pm & Friday 9:00am —Noon

Baptism of the Lord

January 11, 2026

MASSES, RECONCILIATION & INTENTIONS

Thursday, January 15
Reconciliation 7:40 a.m.
Mass, 8:10 am -Karen Barclay

Friday, January 16
Reconciliation 7:40 a.m.
Mass, 8:10 am +St. Mark Parish Families

Saturday, January 17
Reconciliation 3:30 p.m.
Mass, 4:00 pm —Kay Nyberg

Sunday, January 18
Reconciliation 7:30 a.m.
Mass, 8:00 am —Marvin Kamke

SACRAMENTS

Baptism - Contact the Parish Offices for baptism dates and
to register for preparation sessions.

Anointing of the Sick - Celebrated in the Spring and Fall or
in the home and hospital.

RCIA - A catechetical process to assist adults interested in
becoming Catholic. Contact the Parish Offices.

Marriage - Couples planning to marry are to notify the Par-
ish Offices one year prior to the desired wedding date.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Friday 9:00 am to noon
followed by the Divine Mercy Chaplet

PASTOR: FATHER JANUSZ KOWALSKI

The Baptism of the Lord Jesus in the Jordan. 2026
"I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’
Jesus replied, ‘Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do
this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. As
soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the wa-
ter. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on
him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son,
whom | love; with him | am well pleased’ (Mt 3:13-17).
Why did Jesus "insist" on receiving a baptism of repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins from John the Baptist?
What guided Jesus in his dialogue with John? What in-
fluenced Jesus' decision when He said: "Let it be so now;
it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness"?
In the cultural context of Judaism at that time,
"righteousness" consisted of faithfully fulfilling the To-
rah as a full acceptance of God's will. The Lord Jesus
accepts baptism as a sign of conformity with the will of
God. All those who received baptism from John the Bap-
tist accepted a baptism of repentance. The Lord Jesus,
immaculate and most holy, entered the waters of the
Jordan to symbolically take upon Himself the sins of the
whole world and carry them to the cross. This marks the
beginning of Jesus' earthly public ministry, which would
last three years until the moment of His death, resurrec-
tion, and Ascension.

The site by the Jordan has a special significance that is
more than symbolic. It was here that Moses stopped at
the banks of the Jordan River; it was from Mount Nebo
that he looked upon the Promised Land, but he never
crossed the Jordan. Now, from this same place, Jesus
undertakes the effort to continue and fulfill the prophe-
cy to the end: to save the people and lead them to the
Promised Land, which is Heaven.

The prophecy being fulfilled is meant to lead to reconcil-
jation with the Father. Jesus came from His Father,
whose beloved Son He is. "This is my Son, whom | love;
with him | am well pleased" constitutes the climax of
the account of Jesus' baptism. The entire scene is an
image of a calling. This calling occurs through a voice
coming from heaven, and the one called receives the
Holy Spirit, who empowers Him to deliver the Divine
message. This situation is sealed by the dove—a visible
sign of the Holy Spirit, who descends and truly brings
about our reconciliation with God. Here, for the first
time, we encounter the Holy Trinity: the Father, the Son
of God, and the Holy Spirit.




LITURGICAL MINISTERS
SignUpGenius is available on the St. Mark Website

January 17 and 18

4:00 pm

Servers: Jeff B.

Lectors: AlR.

Ministers of Hospitality: Don B.
Extraordinary Ministers: LindaS., AIR., Tina M.
Pastoral Musicians:

8:00am

Servers: Rick A. and Larry M.

Lectors:

Ministers of Hospitality: Dick A.

Extraordinary Ministers: William S., Betty K., Ron D.
Pastoral Musicians:

FROM THE DIOCESE

Connecting the Diocese is a weekly podcast
you can access by this website: con-
necting.diolc.org or the QR code to the right.
The two most recent “Connecting the Dio-
cese” episodes featuring Father Tom Lindner
discussing the Jubilee Year of Hope and Fa-
ther Sam Martin sharing Advent reflections. Check out
“Connecting the Diocese”, for new (and local) Catholic con-
tent.

Jan. 17 Pro-Life Workshop with Emily Geiger:
Effective Dialogue with ‘Pro-Choice’ People - What
we’ve learned from talking with thousands: Join us
for an engaging and practical workshop with Emily
Geiger of the Equal Rights Institute, designed to help
Catholics communicate the truth about the dignity
of human life with clarity, charity, and confidence.
Emily’s proven approach to pro-life dialogue has
been tested on college campuses across the coun-
try. A dynamic and thoughtful speaker, she has ap-
peared on MSNBC, EWTN, Relevant Radio, Focus on
the Family, Christianity Today and more. This work-
shop will equip participants with concrete tools for
meaningful, respectful conversations—especially in
challenging or emotionally charged situations.

Date: Jan. 17, Time: 10:00 AM - 3:30 PM, Location:
Our Lady of Peace Parish, 1414 W, 5th St., Marsh-
field 54449, Lunch: included.

Visit diolc.org/respect-life for complete details and

to register, or scan the QR code E E
¥

below.
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PARISH SUPPORT

F

[2025 1/4/26 Batch #
TIME: hours
TREASURE: July-week 52
13.523.00[ADULT TITHE 222,633.78
475.00{CHRISTMAS ENVELOPES 8,765.00
WORLD MISSION 1,242.00
VENCENTIAN MISSION 1,273.00
125.00|RETIREMENT FOR RELIGIOUS 565.00
417.90{OFFERTORY 12,180.46
152.00|DEBT REDUCTION 2,781.00
Thanksgiving CIRCLE OF JOY 217.00
CATHOLIC LIFE Subscription 24.00
CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS 1,905.00
VOTIVES 626.79
Tithe Budgeted Per Week
Received this Week 13,523.00
4,061.46
Received weeks 1- |27 222,633.78
Budgeted YTD
over/under budget ytd -32.827.80

Inspired by the Spirit Campaign:
Goal: $735,000.00
Amount Received: $645,511.56

Diocesan Annual Appeal:
Goal:
Amount Received:

$89,355.00
$25,910.00

FAITH FORMATION
Religious Education Director: Mary Hart

This week in Faith Formation...

January 11: Confirmation Session 5 after the 8:00 am Liturgy
January 14: 6:15 — 7:30 pm Sessions for Grades 1-9
January 18: 8:00 am Sunday School

Needed: The Confirmation class needs bud type flower
vases for a service project they will be doing in February.
If you have some collecting dust at home — we are happy
to put them to good use. Please drop them off at the par-
ish office.

NEWMAN CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
ST. MARK

Pam Fochs-Principal

Happy New Year! We hope that you had a blessed Christ-
mas and wonderful time with family and friends. We
looked forward to returning to school after an extensive
break and the Epiphany 2026!

NCES: St. Mark Open House on Jan-
uary 15™; Open House 8:00a.m.- WWW
2:00p.m. for tours and to allow par-

ents to stop in and see all the great

things taking place in our building. If you or families you
know have school age children, please let them know that
we would love to spend time with them. Join us for Chil-
dren’s Mass at 8:10a.m. and walk with us back to school!


http://www.diolc.org/respect-life

Job Posting Notice-Are we looking for YOU? We continue
to search for an amazing Part-Time Music Teacher who
loves children and knows the Liturgy. Please reach out to
Pam Fochs pfochs@newmancatholicschools.com 715-359
-9662 to talk about your interest. We have been waiting
for a long time. If you have been thinking about joining
us, now would be a GREAT time, seriously.

Kindergarten Maternity substitute teacher January-March
3" Grade maternity substitute teacher February-April

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastoral Musician: Mary Martin
Parish Choir

January 15 Rehearsal at 6:00 p.m.
Handbell Choir

January 13 Rehearsal at 3:50 p.m.

TRIP TO CROATIA: Join Father Janusz on a trip to Croatia.
Mark your calendar for June 15 - 26, 2026 (12 days and 10
nights). He will be visiting Medugorije, the site where visionar-
ies first claimed to see the Blessed Mother in 1981. There will
be time for meditation, praying and Mass. Other cities visited
will feature museums, national park, an abbey, a mosque and
the beautiful coastline of the Adriatic Sea. For more infor-
mation contact Father via email: friktrips@gmail.com or call
St. Therese Parish Office at 715-359-2421.

Be a Voice for Life, Pro-Life Signature Ad Notice: Add
your name to the pro-life signature ad appearing in the
City Pages on January 29, 2026. Ways you can partici-
pate are by submitting your name at church, or by mail to
WRTL, PO Box 58, Wausau WI 54402 (deadline January
16), or sign up online at give.classy.org/2026Signatures

HELP NEEDED removing decorations in the church this
Tuesday, January 13 at 9:00 am. If you are available
please consider helping.

THANK YOU for your continued support of the St. Mark
Parish Circle of Joy. We greatly appreciate every food,
household, and monetary donation received to assist the
needs of the surrounding community. We are currently
in need of bars of bath soap, laundry detergent, dish
soap, shampoo & conditioner.

AREA EVENTS

Sunday Mass and Healing Service will be at St. Matthew
Catholic Church this Sunday, Jan. 11, 2026 at 3:30 pm.
Confessions before Mass 2:00-3:15.

Embracing Your Call to Holiness: Women’s retreat on
Saturday, March 14, 2026 from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm at
St. James the Greater Parish Eau Claire, WI. Early reser-
vation by Feb. 15 . Regular reservation by Feb. 25. To
register contact the Parish office.

January Serenity Retreat: Fourth and Fifth Steps, January
16-18, 2026 at St. Anthony Spirituality Center.
Wwww.sarcenter.com

Calling all Crafters: Join us for a day of crafting, Saturday,
January 24, from 8am—9 pm at St. Joseph Parish, Stevens
Point. Bring your crafting tools, laptops, and supplies.
Cost is $40/person (price includes lunch, dinner, snacks,
and beverages) Participants must be at least 18 years of
age. Register at www.pointcatholicfaith.org/sj-craft or call
the Parish Office at 715-341-1617. Deadline to register is
January 14, 2026.

BLOOD DRIVE: NEWMAN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 1130
W. Bridge St., Wausau, Wisconsin Friday, Jan. 23 8:30 a.m.
—12:30 p.m. Appointments are appreciat-
ed. To schedule your life-saving donation,
please call (800) 280-4102 or scan the QR
code. Reminder: 16 Year old donors must
present a signed permission slip by
Parent/Guardian.

“A very heartfelt thank you from all of us at the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul.” Through parishioner support of
our thrift store by donating clothing, furniture, and house-
hold goods, shopping at our store, and providing financial
contributions, you helped provide over $210,000 in finan-
cial and material assistance to more than 300 individuals
and families in need within our communities. We also
thank you for your volunteer hours in our store, in our
home visit ministry, and in our Getting Ahead program.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact
Executive Director Keith Ende at kende@svdpwausau.org.

Join us for a day of Deepening Our Relationship with Je-
sus: A St. Agnes Mission. St, Agnes Catholic Parish, 6101
Zinser Street, Weston WI. Saturday, March 14, 2026 at
10:00am — 2:30pm. Lunch is provided. Speakers from the
La Crosse Diocese, Ann Lankford — Director of the Office
for Catechesis and Evangelization Chris Ruff — Director
Office for Ministries and Social Concerns.

St. Mary-Torun, Ponczka Sale. Pre-order now for pickup
on Saturday, January 24, between 3 & 6 pm. Cost is $14
per dozen for unfilled, Raspberry Jelly or Prune filled
Ponczka! To order call 715-344-9665 or visit
www.TorunCatholilc.org.

GriefShare ministry at the Church of the Resurrection in
downtown Wausau. Wednesday afternoons at 1 p.m.

Feb. 4-April 29, 2026. For more information phone:
715-842-4283 or E-mail: croffice@eastsideparishes.org



mailto:pfochs@newmancatholicschools.com
mailto:kende@svdpwausau.org
http://www.TorunCatholilc.org
mailto:croffice@eastsideparishes.org

Readings for the Week of January 18, 2026

Sunday, January 18
Isaiah 49:3, 5-6/ 1 Corinthians 1:1-3/ John 1:29-34

Monday, January 19
1 Samuel 15:16-23/ Mark 2:18-22

Tuesday, January 20
1 Samuel 16:1-13/ Mark 2:23-28

Wednesday, January 21
1 Samuel 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/ Mark 3:1-6

Thursday, January 22
1 Samuel 18:6-9, 19:1-7/ Mark 3:7-12

Friday, January 23
1 Samuel 24:3-21/ Mark 3: 13-19

Saturday, January 24
2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/ Mark 3:20-21

Sunday, January 25
Isaiah 8:23-9:3/ 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17/ Matthew 4:12-23 or 4:12-17

Rebuild My Church

For regular updates that are issued, please scan
the QR code or check the website at::
https://diolc.org/rebuildmychurch/updates/
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PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Janusz Kowalski, Ph. D.
Cell Phone: 715-456-1450

Associate Pastor: Rev. Balraj Thotta Saminathan
Secretary: Lynette LaQua

email: secretary(@smproths.org
Bookkeeper: Les Huebner

email: bookkeeper@smproths.org
Faith Formation: Mary Hart

email: maryhh@smproths.org

Music Director: Mary Martin

email: mmartin@smproths.org
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St. Mark Chapter 72
Volunteer with us to help St. Mark. We

Veteran's Cemetery & Columbarium | host Fellowship Sundays, Summer Picnic, — 4',
. Fall Fest, and Community Fundraisers. BRAINARD
1399 Gate of Heaven Drive 4 .
Contact Wayne or Chris S CRemATioN CENTER, (H%[%e
715'298'0412 www.BrainardHelke.com )

Hand and Upper Extremity Surgeon

‘C’W House Clearning Service!

Professionally Trained “ Fully Insured

715-574-9258

With you Every Step of the Way.

Serving and supporting our communities for nearly 150 years.

r ALL Lov
In Style
Tony Stange
715.297.9371
tony@patriothearse.com

ved Ones.

Kevin Klasinski
www.familyinsctr.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
& Sacred Heart Council #4628

Serving St. Mark, St. Therese and
St. Agnes Parishes

or email

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of the month,
7:00 pm at St. Therese Parish

@ Family Insurance
f Center 715-359-8119
5907 Bus. Hwy 51S ]
Schofield, WI 54476 If you would like to

advertise on this page
please call the Parish
office at 715-359-5206

secretary@smproths.org

Peterson; N
Kraemer |

Funeral Homes & Crematory Inc.
715-845-6900
www.petersonkraemer.com




